8o         MINORITIES   IN   THE   ARAB   WORLD

the complete incorporation of the district in Syria; but others
of the Christians would prefer it either to be autonomous or to
be incorporated in Lebanon.

The Jazirah

Before the First World War, the Jazirah, the north-eastern
province of Syria, was empty except for Beduin tribes and some
Kurdish villages. The land was thinly cultivated, and the
standard of living low; life was insecure and government scarcely
existed. When the French occupied Syria, they established a
certain measure of public security, and this increased the attrac-
tion for settlers which the Jazirah already had by virtue of its
fertility. The Mandatory authorities encouraged the settlement
of members of Christian minorities who had been dislodged from
their homes in Turkey by persecution. In the last twenty years
many thousands of Armenians, Jacobites, Syrian Catholics and
Assyrians, and in addition some thousands of Kurdish Moslems
have moved into the province. New towns and villages have
been created, new crops introduced and the district opened up
to commerce*

The present population of the Jaarah falls into three main
divisions. First there are the Arab tribes, of which the most
important is the Shammar. Some of them treed camels and are
fully nomadic; others have taken to raising sheep and become
semi-nomadic, or else have turned into wholly sedentary farmers.
Secondly, there are the Kurds, who are themselves split up in
various ways. They are divided into tribes; in addition some
are nomadic, others semi-nomadic and others again1 sedentary.
There is a further distinction between those Kurds who have
long been settled in the district and *who are kigeJy Arabized,
and those who have come in during the present generation and
still preserve their Kurdish language and characteristics. Among
these, Kurdish nationalism is strong, and has been encouraged
by Preach officials.

Thirdly, there are the Christian immigrants, who are divided
among a number of sects. Some of them are Arabic-speaking
Greet Orthodox and Catholics, others Armenians; in addition,
there are Syrian Orthodox and C^thoiics^AssyriaitsandChaldaeaQS
who either speak Syriac or have abandoned it too recently for
Arabic to have acquired any Arab national sentiment. Of .them
aB, lie Assyriaas are those who have aroused the most interest